e T

e T ot e L T S T T T e D e T e T T e e 5 SOV SEOOETTEOTE RIS
.....ot.m,o.o%oo..-nnnnon..uob..ch.--,&%@l.&.o.,..ﬁﬁob Lok d )4 S LS L LT T T L L LI L L T L T LTI T Y LI LLL TS uu
..ﬂ. " e
oo
& Ll
e e
£Ld CLd
o> g 2
& -
L4 .y,
> »
‘. I.
3 e,
€y L)
... Y
L e
0..“

e X
& ..
0L %
b CJ
0\" - ..!
e = ﬂn!
03 ™ e

(]

) o z
oo > oo
5 = T
(b O 0."
9. < .o,

% S <

3 - <

1” -z E

&3 > G

‘. R

52 << m

H' = (s}
(L

A

%KMWM 33







Rear Admiral George C.Crowley, CEE., DSC*®.

4
"t — ‘.,...l



INTRODUCTION

-If I were asked why I had decided to write my Memoirs I would say for
two main reasons. Firstly I did actually have quite an interesting time in
the Royal Navy and thought an account might possi®ly interest my family as
well as some friends. Secondly I was spurred on by my wife, Una, to write
down some of the more interesting parts of my life. Apart from my Midshipman's
Journal I have never kept a diary. I have, however, throughout my life, kept
rhotographs and these have aroused my memory. Coupled with these I have had
a nﬁmber of Shib's Magazines such as H.M,S.Tenacious ~ Her Story, Horizons,
the Journal of H.M.S.Newfoundland, H.M,.S.Trafalgar, and "N' Class, a magazine
ﬁ£oduced aft;r the war about the Australian '"N" Class Destroyers, to which

I am indebted.

I am grateful to many who have helped me to produce these Memoirs.
In particular I must mention Miss Fay Gordon Hill who not only typed the main
draft but also made some sensihle suggestions. She has been a great help to
ve. The comments of Peter Colclough, now a close Australian friend, who served
with me in “oth the Australian destroyers Nestor and Norman, were invaluable.
Ted Tooley who was with me in the Walpole also was very helpful. Miss Claire

Norman kindly agreed to produce the necessary prints of the photos for which

I an so grateful.

These Memoirs are dedicated to my two sons Patrick and Roger and

their families,

George Crowley






















































































































































CHAPTER 1V

FIRST COMMAND

ﬁfter an uneventful voyage back home and a short leave I was appointed to
H.M.5.Walpole and giveﬁ some courses. This was really my first real command.
Though I had now spent about six years in small ships my experience of handling
destroyers was very limited. I was allowed to herth Nestor once at Gibraltar
hut no matter how much you have been instructed, first hand experience is what
is really needed. I joined H.M.S.Walpole at Harwich towards the end of Octoter
1943, She was a First VWar destroyer of the V and W Class and s0 was getting
rather long in the tooth. She was a member of the 16th Destroyer Flotilla and
was employed basically on anti-E hoat work, and as an escort for the many convoys
of merchant ships which ploughed south full and returning north largely empty.
We had a crew of ahout ten officers made up as follows - ﬁysalf as captain,
a first lieutenant as second-in-command who was a RNVR officer, a Chief Engineer
who was a commissioned Warrant Officer, a Warrant Officer Gunner, a Lieutenant
BNVR, four Sub-Lieutenants (some were RNVR) and a Surgeon Lieutenant. We came
at first under a Commander (D) but later on he was relieved by a Captain (D) in

the leader destroyer.

The plan was roughly as follows - the sea running from Rosyth to Southend
and on to Portsmouth was largely buoyed and swept hy minesweepers. It was also
divided into patrol areas. Snips of our Flotilla and those of the 21st Flotilla,
based at Sheerness, were detailed for these patrols. Usually we had to te on
station by dusk. Patrols depended to some extent on the weather and there were
many occasions when one was resting quietly, and I suppose hoping for a quiet
night, when out of the blue came a signal ordering you on patrol at once, and
you then had to weigh anchor and take up your position. The swept channels were
marked by buoys which were generally very dimly lit. One must have no illusions
a-out the navigational and pilotage risks which were considerable. The tides
and currents were suhstantial and the weather very variahle, sometimes foggy,
often rough and sometimes teeaing with rain. Furthermore we were oD night patrol
so the officer-of-the-watch and his "winger" had to be ready for immediate action.
Decause we tended to be basically night birds I used to have the armament manrc”
on a two watch basis at night, and a four watch basis when at sea by day. In the
event of an alprn or the suspicion of an approaching E toat the officer-of-the-
watch immediately pressed the "Action Stotions" bell and the whole ship turned
to at the double. Two things were essential. The first, that all the officers
knew exactly what their duty was, and secondly, that they did not tale over unt’

their eyes were acclimatised to the darkness. People sometimes ask how much you

















































